The ONLY local coverage in Sturbridge - Brookfield - West Brookfield - East Brookfield - North Brookfield & New Braintree 





EAST BROOKFIELD 


Cruise for Critter 
cancelled p2 


Volume 13, Number 45 


WARREN 


Smola supports 
development p3 


Comtois to appeal 





By Ellenor Downer 
Staff Writer 


BROOKFIELD —- The 
State Ethics Commission 1s- 
sued an order to Stephen J. 
Comtois II of Brookfield to 
pay a total civl penalty of 
$20,000 for violation of two 
general laws Aug. 18. 

Comtois said in a phone 
conversation he was in the 
process of appealing the or- 
der through Superior Court. 
He also said everything he 
did was “100 percent above 
board” in the matter of pur- 
chasing a parcel of land on 
Rice Corner Road. He said 
he accepted an offer through 
the then owner’s real estate 
agent and verbally discussed 
his intentions with an asses- 
sor. He said the assessor de- 
nied hearing his intention. 

In a nine page document, 
the State Ethics Commis- 
sion concluded that Stephen 
Comtois of Brookfield vio- 
lated G.L. c. 268A, 8§ 19 and 
23(b)(2)(1), and pursuant to 
the authority granted it by 
G.L. c. 268B, § 4(j), the State 
Ethics Commission hereby 


Project 351 
Ambassador 
collecting for 
Hope & 
Comfort 


NEW BRAINTREE 
— As a Project 351 Ambas- 
sador, Gavin Majoy said, 
“T will be leading a product 
drive dedicated to collect- 
ing toiletries for Hope & 
Comfort. I have decided to 
lead this product drive to 
reflect the spirit of the Na- 
tional Day of Service and 
Remembrance on 9.11 by 
supporting the vital mission 
of Hope & Comfort.” 

Hope & Comfort is a 
non-profit organization 
dedicated to providing hy- 
giene products to those in 
need. Their mission is based 
on the vision that everyone 
should have access to the 


Please see PROJECT, page 6 


Ethics Commission 
decision and order 





orders Stephen Comtois to 
pay the following civil pen- 
alties: $10,000 for his viola- 
tion of GL. c. 268A, § 19, 
and $10,000 for his violation 
of GL. c. 268A, § 23(b)(2) 
(1), for a total civil penalty 
of $20,000. The commission 
authorized the decision and 
order July 30 and issued it 
Aug. 18. It may be viewed 
at https://www.mass.gov/de- 
cision/in-the-matter-of-ste- 
phen-comtois-decision-and- 
order. 

The documents said, “On 
April 11, 2019, Petitioner 1is- 
sued an Order to Show Cause 
against Comtois. The Order 
alleges that Comtois violated 
G.L. c. 268A, § 19 by partici- 
pating as a Board member in 
the matter of the proposed 
donation to the Town at a 
time when he had a financial 
interest in the matter, § 23(b) 
(2)(11) by improperly using his 
public position to purchase 
the Property personally and 
§ 23(b)(3) by improperly act- 
ing officially as to a Town 
resident who publicly con- 


Please see COMTOIS, page 5 
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A great blue heron landed on a dock for a breather after spending the day fishing 


in the shallow part of the water. 


$1.5 million grant to address 
substance use prevention 


Will address alcohol, 
nicotine, marijuana 


By Eileen Kennedy 
Staff writer 


REGION — The Quaboag 
Hills Substance Use Alliance 
has received a federal strategic 
prevention grant, which will 
provide $1.5 million over five 
years to work with youth and 
young adults to prevent their 
use of alcohol, nicotine and 
marijuana, according to Gail 
Gramarossa, facilitator for 
QHSUA. The alliance is part 
of the Quaboag Hills Commu- 
nity Coalition. 

The grant will provide 
$300,000 a year, she said. It was 
the awarded by the Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health Ser- 
vices Administration, which is 
part of the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services. 
It is a Strategic Prevention 


Framework — Partnerships for 
Success grant and will focus on 
youth 18 and under and young 
adults 19 to 25-years-old, she 
said. It will use evidence-based 
curricula, she said, to focus on 
preventing the use of alcohol, 
nicotine and marijuana. 

Go Purple Quabbin Youth 
Initiative Program Director 
Nekr Jenkins said the grant 
would help towns build their 
own very locally-focused sub- 
stance use prevention groups 
and alliances in their individual 
towns, and still be part of the 
Alliance and the Coalition. 

“A community, such as 
Palmer, which has no such 
group and definitely has a 
substance use issue could cre- 
ate their own group,” she said. 
“Really, each individual town 
can bring their own people to- 
gether.” 

The region for both the Co- 


Please see GRANT, page 6 
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Primary 
election set 
for Sept. 1 


REGION — The state pri- 
mary election has few contests 
on either the Democratic or 
Republican ballots. Polls are 
open 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Sept. 1 
as well as early voting and mail 
in opportunities. On the Dem- 
ocratic ballot, Joseph P. Ken- 
nedy of Newton, a representa- 
tive in congress, is challenging 
Edward J. Markey of Malden, 
the incumbent, for Senator in 
Congress. The Senator in Con- 
gress on the Republican ballot 
also has two candidates, Shiva 
Ayyadurai of Belmont and Kev- 
in J. O’Connor of Dover. 

Representative in Congress 
First District has Alex Morse, 
major of Holyoke, challenging 
incumbent Richard Neal. There 
is no Republican candidate for 
the first district. This district in- 
cludes Brookfield, East Brook- 
field, Monson and Sturbridge. 
Paul M. DePalo of Worcester 
is the Democratic candidate for 
Councillor Seventh District. 
There 1s no Republican candi- 
date. 

Anne M. Gobi of Spen- 
cer 1s seeking another term for 
Senator in General Court for 
Worcester, Hampden, Hamp- 
shire and Middlesex District. 


Please see PRIMARY, page 3 


Debate shows aggressive 
race between Morse, Neal 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


SPRINGFIELD — In a 
showing of how ugly a pri- 
mary race has gotten, Holy- 
oke Mayor Alex Morse faced 
off against U.S. Rep. Richard 
Neal, D-Massachusetts, in 
a debate broadcast on NBC 
last Thursday night. 

The moderator in the de- 
bate did not pull any punches, 
attacking many of the prom- 
inent issues that have been in 
the media during the past sev- 
eral weeks. 

In that period of time, 
Morse has viciously at- 
tacked Neal’s “Washington 
high-life” and stated that the 
high-ranking representative 
is funded by too many cor- 
porate donors and is out of 
touch with the needs of his 
district. 

Neal has countered, alleg- 


ing Morse has a poor record 
as a School Committee chair 
in Holyoke, and lacks pro- 
gression 1n many aspects as 
mayor of the city for the past 
nine years. 

Neal also spoke openly 
and directly in this debate 
and one held last Monday 
about the allegations that his 
campaign tried to sabotage 
Morse’s candidacy by leaking 
a letter from College Demo- 
crats of Massachusetts that 
state Morse was involved in 
sexual relationships with male 
students at the University of 
Massachusetts-Amherst. At 
the time, Morse was a part- 
time lecturer at the school. 

Neal categorically denied 
he or his campaign had any- 
thing to do with the story 
leaking just three weeks from 
the primary, while Morse 


Please see DEBATE, page 11 
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Cruise for Critters fundraiser cancelled due to COVID-19 


Second Chance plans adoption event 
and virtual vendor fair 


EAST BROOKFIELD — Second Chance Animal 
Services has announced that the 2020 Cruise for Crit- 
ters planned for Sept.19 at Westview Farms Cream- 
ery, in Monson, has been cancelled due to COVID-19. 
The late season car show and vendor fair, presented 
by Al Widlan’s Service Connection of Monson, has 
been held annually since 2013 to benefit animals in 
need. Event organizers plan to offer a virtual vendor 
fair to help continue the long tradition of support 
with local vendors and the Second Chance mobile 
adoption team is planning to be at Westview Farms 
Creamery on Sept. 19 with adoptable pets. 

Cruise for Critters founder Al Widlan is very dis- 
appointed. “This is our first cancellation since we be- 
gan eight years ago.” Widlan said. Event organizers, 
who were closely monitoring the situation and adjust- 
ing plans to safely present the event, were left with 
little choice after event capacity restrictions were low- 
ered in Massachusetts due to the pandemic. 

added “Because pets need us now, more than ever, 
we tried very hard to make this event possible,” said 
Second Chance CEO Sheryl Blancato. “Based upon 
the current restrictions in place, we could not risk the 
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COURTESY PHOTO 
Carl, a 4-year-old hound mix currently waiting to be adopted at Second 
Chance, will be one of the animals which benefits from an upcoming 
adoption day on Sept. 21. 


health and safety of visitors, car owners, vendors and 
volunteers that would be attending the event. We are 
grateful to Al and his team of volunteers and to the 
owners of Westview Farms Creamery for all their ef- 
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Please Consume Responsibly | For use only by adults 21 years of age or older. Keep out of the reach of children. | There may be health risks associated with consumption of this product. This product has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). There is limited information on the side effects of using this product, and there may be associated health risks. 
Marijuana use during pregnancy and breast-feeding may pose potential harms. It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when under the influence of this product. KEEP THIS PRODUCT AWAY FROM CHILDREN. There may be health risks associated with consumption of this product. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgment. The impairment effects of Edible 


Marijuana Products may be delayed by two hours or more. In case of accidental ingestion, contact poison control hotline 1-800-222-1222 or 9-1-1. This product may be illegal outside of MA. 








fort to try to make this event a reality. We hope this is 
all behind us when it comes time for the 2021 Cruise 
for Critters.” 

Blancato encourages visitors to come out to West- 
view Farms Creamery on Sept. 19. “It’s an amazing 
destination for food and fall fun. Visitors that day 
can also meet an adoptable pet or two and we'll be 
accepting donations,” she said. She also encourag- 
es supporters to visit the Second Chance website or 
watch the Second Chance Facebook page to shop 
the virtual vendor fair. “Many of these vendors have 
been supporting Second Chance for years by partic- 
ipating in our events. With so many event cancella- 
tions this year, it’s been a tough year for them too,” 
she said. Blancato notes that over 100 events, crucial 
to fundraising, have been cancelled this year for Sec- 
ond Chance. 

The mobile adoption event is currently scheduled 
on Sept.19, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Westview Farms 
Creamery, 109 East Hill Road, Monson. Interested 
adopters can visit www.secondchanceanimals.org for 
the most up-to-date information and see which pets 
will be attending. 

Vendors interested in participating in the virtual 
vendor fair will find more information on the Second 
Chance website’s Cruise for Critters page, which will 
showcase the virtual vendors. 
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Award-winning, family-owned Turley Publications, based in 
Palmer, is seeking an energetic person to join them as editor of two 
of its weekly papers. 

The successful candidate will have strong community 
journalism skills and have telling a community's stories in their 
DNA. They must also successfully execute an array of tasks 
including managing a staff writer, copy editing and guiding 
coverage. The editor is also expected to gather news and write 
Stories for the two papers as well as for other companywide 
publications. 

lf you're a self-starter who enjoys community journalism, who 
in fact might consider it a calling, and who has a vision for growing 
and connecting with our valued readers, we encourage you to 
apply for this position. 


Qualifications should include: 

e —_ Bachelor's degree or equivalent experience 

e — Willingness to mentor a staff writer and correspondents 

e Own camera and photography experience preferred 

e Editing experience and the ability to write clean copy in 
a fast-paced, deadline-driven environment 
Proficiency in Associated Press style 
Management experience and/or experience managing 
content for a print publication 


Please tell us in a cover letter why you would be a good fit for 
our editor's position and send it along with a resume 
and three writing samples to 
Managing Editor Eileen Kennedy at ekennedy@turley.com. 


Turle yo 


sah & Inc. 
www.turley.com 
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smola supports economic development, jobs creation bill 


Legislation provides for 
restaurant relief 

Zoning reform and 
sports betting 


BOSTON - State Rep. Todd 
M. Smola (R-Warren, Ranking 
Member, Committee on Ways 
& Means) today supported a 
multi-million dollar econom- 
ic development bill designed 
to stimulate job growth and 
provide additional support to 
cities, towns and_ businesses 
during the COVID-19 pan- 
demic. 

House Bill 4879, An Act en- 
abling partnerships for growth, 
was engrossed by the House 
of Representatives on a vote 
of 156-3 on July 28 following 
two days of debate. The bill is 
a redrafted version of legisla- 
tion that was originally filed by 
Gov. Charlie Baker on March 
4. 

In addition to authorizing 
$456 million in bond funding 
to support housing produc- 
tion, workforce training initia- 
tives, climate resiliency, small 
businesses, cultural organiza- 
tions, and a variety of local 
earmarks, House Bill 4879 puts 
forth a number of policy initia- 
tives, including legalized sports 
betting in Massachusetts and 
additional protective guidelines 


PRIMARY from page 1 


She is unopposed. On the Republican 
side Steven R. Hall of Sturbridge in a 
candidate for the district Gobi serves. 
Incumbent Todd M. Smola of War- 
ren, a Republican, 1s seeking reelection. 
He does not have an opponent and there 
is no Democratic candidate. His district 
covers Brimfield, Holland, Palmer, Stur- 
bridge, Wales, two precincts in Ware and 


Warren. 


In the 5 Worcester district, incum- 
bent Donald R. Berthiaume Jr., a Re- 
publican of Spencer does not have a 
opponent on the Republican ballot. He 
will face off against Samuel Biagetti, a 
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public 
notice 


LEGAL NOTICE 
Town of North Brookfield 
Board of Selectmen 
Public Hearing Notice 

The North Brookfield 
Board of Selectmen will hold 


governing evictions during 
COVID-19. The bill also con- 
tains local zoning reform lan- 
guage originally included in 
Baker’s Housing Choice legis- 
lation to help address the state’s 
affordable housing shortage. 

Smola said House Bill 4879 
sanctions betting on both pro- 
fessional and college sport- 
ing events by individuals 21 
and older. The Massachusetts 
Gaming Commission would 
regulate and license operators 
to accept wagers, including the 
state’s casinos, racetracks, and 
fantasy sports companies such 
as Draft Kings. Wagers can be 
placed in-person or online, but 
racetracks will be limited to 
in-person betting. 

Under the House proposal, 
qualified gaming entities would 
pay a $250,000 application fee 
for an operator license, which 
can be extended every five 
years for a $100,000 renewal 
fee, provided they continue to 
meet all licensing requirements. 
Operators’ sports betting in- 
come would be subject to a 
15% excise tax, which is expect- 
ed to provide the state with an 
additional $50 million in annu- 
al revenues. 

Local restaurants impacted 
by the 2019 novel coronavi- 
rus stand to benefit from the 
revenues generated by sports 


Democrat from North Brookfield in No- 


vember. 


nomination. 


wal. 


For Register of Probate Worcester 
County, incumbent Stephanie K. Fat- 
tman of Sutton, seeking re-election 1s 
unopposed on the Republican ballot. On 
the Democratic ballot, John B. Dolan 
III of Worcester and Kasia Wennerberg 
of Dudley are vying for the Democratic 


Register of Probate in Hampden 
County has two canddates on the Demo- 
cratic ballot, Bob Collanmoro of Spring- 
field and Rosemary A. Saccmani of Aga- 


There are no candidates on the Liber- 
tarian and Green Party ballots. 


betting. The House bill would 
set aside 30% of these revenues 
for a new Distressed Restau- 
rant Trust Fund, or about $15 
million a year based on pro- 
jections. This fund would pro- 
vide one-time grants of up to 
$15,000 to help cover payroll 
expenses, rent and mortgage, 
insurance costs, past due pay- 
ments for supplies, goods or 
services, and the procurement 
of personal protective equip- 
ment. 

During floor debate, Smo- 
la supported an amendment 
allowing restaurants to delay 
submitting their meals tax rev- 
enues for the remainder of the 
year without penalties or inter- 
est, and capping at 15% of the 
total purchase price the fees 
third-party delivery services 
can charge restaurants for on- 
line orders. The amendment 
allows for meals taxes collected 
between Aug. | and Oct. 31 to 
be paid by Nov. 20, and meals 
taxes collected in November 
and December to be paid by 
Jan. 20, 2021. It also keeps the 
delivery fee cap in place until 
45 days after the COVID-19 
State of Emergency is lifted. 

House Bill 4879 builds on 
prior restaurant relief mea- 
sures approved by the Legis- 
lature. Smola previously sup- 
ported legislation allowing 


. $499 
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restaurants to offer beer and 
wine with food takeout orders, 
and recently supported ex- 
panding these takeout options 
to include mixed drinks. 

The state’s lack of afford- 
able housing is also addressed 
in the House bill. Between 1960 
and 1990, housing production 
in Massachusetts averaged 
900,000 units annually, but 
since 1990, that number has 
fallen dramatically, to an av- 
erage of 430,000 units. To en- 
courage more housing develop- 
ment, House Bill 4879 contains 
language lowering the thresh- 
old for certain local zoning 
changes from a two-thirds vote 
to a simple majority. This in- 
cludes zoning for smart growth 
zoning districts, mixed-use 
housing, multi-family housing 
and transit-oriented develop- 
ment situated near rapid tran- 
sit, commuter rail and bus and 
ferry terminals. 

To help protect renters and 
homeowners, Baker recently 
extended the statewide morato- 
rium on evictions and foreclo- 
sures, which was due to expire 
on Aug. 18, but will now run 
through Oct. 17. House Bill 
4879 makes additional changes 
to the state’s eviction laws by 
requiring the Executive Office 
of Housing and Economic De- 
velopment to develop a stan- 
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dard notice of eviction rights 
and responsibilities form for 
tenants facing eviction. The bill 
also requires pre-eviction me- 
diation to take place before an 
eviction hearing, and prohibits 
such hearings from proceeding 
unless the court determines the 
tenant and landlord have made 
a good-faith effort to come to 
a resolution in a pre-eviction 
mediation. Tenants can prevent 
the termination of their tenan- 
cy by paying the landlord all of 
the rent that is due including 
interest and cost of action. 

House Bill 4879 would also: 

increase the annual cap on 
the Housing Development 
Incentive Program from $10 
million to $30 million to en- 
courage more multi-unit, mar- 
ket-rate housing; 

allow for the establishment 
of Tourism Destination Mar- 
keting Districts; and 

create a special legislative 
commission to make recom- 
mendations on addressing the 
recovery of the state’s cultural 
and creative sector, including 
the arts, humanities and scienc- 
es. 

House Bill 4879 now moves 
to the Senate for its consider- 
ation. For additional informa- 
tion please contact Smola at 
Todd.Smola@mahouse.gov or 
617-722-2100. 
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a public hearing on the appli- 
cation of Common Cider 
Works Corp dba Common 
Ground for a new pouring 
license at 31 East Brookfield 
Road, North Brookfield, MA 
01535. The hearing will be 
held at 6:15PM on Tuesday, 
September 15, 2020 at the 
North Brookfield Police 
Department, located at 55 
School Street, during the 
regular meeting of the Board 
of Selectmen. All interested 
parties are urged to attend. 
Dale R Kiley, Chairman 
Board of Selectmen 
8/28, 9/04/2020 
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SOCIAL SECURITY MATTERS 
What will my wife’s 
benefit be if | die? 


By Russell Gloor 
Guest columnist 


Dear Rusty: I am 76-years-old and began 
collecting Social Security when I retired at 
the age of 62. My wife also began collecting 
when she turned 62 based on my benefits. 
She did not work enough to qualify on her 
own for Social Security benefits. My question 
is, how much will my wife receive after my 
death? Will she receive what I receive now, 
or will it be a percentage of the total that 
we both receive? Or will it be based on just 
my benefits alone or some other formula? 
Signed: An Inquisitive Senior 

Dear Inquisitive: Your wife’s survivor ben- 
efit as your widow will be based upon your 
Social Security benefit alone. Usually a sur- 
viving spouse receives the same amount the 
deceased spouse was receiving at death, if 
that is more than the survivor is already re- 
ceiving, and if the survivor has reached their 
full retirement age. However, in your case, 
if you should predecease your wife there’s a 
special rule which may benefit her because 
you claimed your benefit at age 62. 

That rule says that because you claimed 
before your full retirement age (FRA), your 
wife’s benefit as your survivor should be at 
least 82.5% of the benefit you were entitled to 
at your full retirement age (66), even though 
you actually claimed at age 62. And because 
your benefit was reduced by 25% when you 
took it at age 62, your wife’s benefit as your 
widow may actually be more than you are 
receiving when you pass. This special rule 
is known as the “widow limit,” which stipu- 
lates that a surviving spouse is entitled to the 
greater of what the deceased was receiving 
while alive, or 82.5% of the deceased’s “pri- 
mary insurance amount” or “PIA,” which 1s 
the amount due at full retirement age. 

Here’s an example: If your FRA benefit 
amount was $1,500/month, then your age 62 
amount when you claimed was $1,125. But 
due to the special rule, your wife would get 
$1,238 (82.5% of $1,500) instead of the re- 
duced $1,125 amount. Of course, this exam- 
ple doesn’t reflect the COLA (cost of living) 
increases which would have been applied to 
your benefit over the years, but as your wid- 
ow and because you claimed before your full 
retirement age, your wife would be entitled 
to at least 82.5% of your PIA if that is more 
than the actual amount you were receiving 
when you passed. 

This article is intended for information 
purposes only and does not represent legal or 
financial guidance. It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of the AMAC Foun- 
dation’s staff, trained and accredited by the 
National Social Security Association. NSSA 
and the AMAC Foundation and its staff are 
not affiliated with or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or any other gov- 
ernmental entity. To submit a question, visit 
our website (amacfoundation.org/programs/ 
social-security-advisory) or email us at ssad- 
visor@amacfoundation.org. 


Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor 
at AMAC. 


This newspaper will print free self-submitted 
statements of candidacy only four weeks or more 
out from the election. All candidates running in 


both contested and uncontested races are asked to 
submit their statements to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign platform details. Total 
word count for statements is limited to between 
300-500 words maximum. Please include a photo. 
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Got larva? | have some answers 


A gardener from Hardwick has grown 
broccoli for years and is accustomed to 
finding small green worms on her plants. 
This year, however, her crop went in a 
month late. Within the last cou- 
ple of weeks, she’s begun to en- 
counter a striped worm on the 
stalks and even within the heads. 
“The markings on this caterpil- 
lar really stand out! What is it 
and how can I treat it?” 

Sounds to me as if the cross- 
striped cabbageworm 1s visiting 
your broccoli patch. This pest 
tends to make an appearance 
late in the season. You are right; 
the larvae really do stand out, especially 
on your plate! They are three-quarter of 
an inch in length and have characteristic 
black and yellow stripes that run along 
each side of their body. Young foliage can 
be riddled with holes and buds can be eat- 
en as well. When mature, the larvae drop 
from the plant to the soil and pupate in a 
tight cocoon enmeshed in sand. The adult 
moth is yellowish brown, with a wingspan 
of about an inch. Its forewings are marked 
with brown zig zags while its paler hind 
wings have five or six spots on them. Eggs 
are laid in masses on the foliage; when the 
weather is warm they hatch in less than a 
week. 

The cross-striped cabbageworm as well 
as other caterpillars that attack brocco- 
li and its relatives can be effectively and 
safely controlled using one of the Bacillus 
thuringiensis (B.t.) products. B.t. 1s a mi- 
crobial insecticide that produces protein 
crystals toxic to some insects but is safe for 
all mammals, birds and fish. Follow the di- 
rections on the package carefully and time 
your application for when it will be most 
effective. Caterpillars can also be hand- 
picked. 
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Roberta McQuaid 


This same gardener was concerned that 
two branches on her lilac bushes were bad- 
ly wilted. “I cut the branches back because 
they looked so terrible. Did I do the right 
thing? What caused this to hap- 
pen and what can I do to prevent 
it from happening again?” 

Without actually seeing your 
lilac bush, it sounds to me like 
you did the right thing. Read on 
to learn about the pest I believe 
to be responsible. Female clear- 
wing moths are very destructive, 
especially considering they only 
live a week! They lay up to 400 
eggs in the nooks and crannies 
of lilac bark.The resulting larvae go by 
the name of lilac borers, and just as their 
name suggests, they bore into branches 
and cause them to wilt. One telltale sign is 
frass, a sawdust-like excrement that pours 
out the entry hole. Borers spend the win- 
ter in these tunnels and will exit through a 
hole just above the first come spring. 

Careful pruning is the first means of 
control. Cut off the infected branch past 
the entry hole and destroy it. Then, im- 
prove your cultural practices. Water your 
bushes in times of drought (this year for 
sure has been droughty), and be careful 
not to injure them with mowers or weed 
whackers. Lime regularly to keep pH at 
an optimal level. Insecticides are used as a 
last result, and timing is tricky at best. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For the last 
28 years, she has held the position of staff 
horticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as flowers. 
Have a question for her? Email it to ekenne- 
dy@turley.com with “Gardening Question” 
in the subject line. 


THE 


Letters to the editor of no more than 250 words 
from supporters endorsing specific candidates or 
discussing campaign issues are limited to three 
total per author during the election season. No 
election letters will appear in the final edition 
before the election. We reserve the right to edit all 
statements of candidacy and letters to the editor to 
meet our guidelines. 





OPINION PAGE/ 
LETTERS 


POLICY 


etters to the ed- 
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and 800 words. No un- 
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opinions will be pub- 
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the person submitting 
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prior to publication. We 
reserve the right to edit 
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missions deemed to be 
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ed allegations, personal 
attacks, or defamation 
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Send opinions to: 
Letters to the Editor, 
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mission is Monday at 
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week’s edition. 
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COMTOIS from page 1 


fronted him about the purchase of 
that property. Comtois denies any 
violation.” 

The commission held a hearing 
Nov. 22, 2019 and four witnesses 
testified, Alan Jones, Martia Tasse, 
Herbert Chaffee and Comtois. 

The Ethics document said, 
“This matter arises out of the 
purchase by Stephen Comtois in 
February 2017 of a 20,000 square 
foot parcel of undeveloped land 
located in the Town of Brookfield 
(“the Property’). At all relevant 
times, Comtois was the Chair of 
the Board of Selectmen in the 
Town and a member of the Town’s 
Zoning Board of Appeals. In his 
personal capacity, Comtois owned 
and operated a Driving School 
and, on a part-time basis, was a 
builder. The seller was Beverly 
Granger, a former resident of the 
Town who, prior to Comtois’ offer 
to purchase the Property, had pro- 
posed to donate it to the Town.” 
The zoning status of the parcel was 
listed as build-able by the assessors 
and taxed as such. Granger twice 
requested a tax abatement on the 
determination that it was “build 
able” under the Town’s zoning law 
was incorrect. The Board of Asses- 
sors denied both requests. She did 
not challenge the abatement deni- 
als in court. 

The ethics documents said, “In 
2015, Granger had an agreement 
to sell the Property to a local build- 
er who subsequently withdrew 
from the transaction before closing 
because his attorney had advised 
him of problems in the description 
of the Property and that it was not 
‘build able’ under the Town Zoning 
Code. In 2016, the Board of Asses- 
sors again treated the Property as 
‘build able, and assessed its value 
at $43,900.” 

In July 2016 Granger met with 
Alan Jones, the town’s assistant 
assessor. At a second meeting with 
the assessors, Marita Tasse, a real 
estate broker and friend of Grang- 
er’s attended with Granger. Jones 
and another assessor, Philip Pierce, 
agreed the property value was too 
high and would look into adjusting 
it. In a letter dated August 7, 2016, 
Granger notified the Board of As- 
sessors of her desire to donate the 
property to the town. Jones sent 
an email to the board of selectmen 
Sept. 1, 2016 of Granger’s intent. 

The document said, “Individual 
Selectmen, including Comtois, ad- 
vised Jones that the proper proce- 
dure required them to vote to place 
the matter before Town Meeting 
for acceptance. Jones researched 
title and property description 1s- 
sues at the Registry of Deeds. He 
assembled documentation of his 
findings and obtained approval for 
and engaged the Town’s outside 
law firm to confirm the validity 
of Granger’s ownership, which it 
did.” 

At a selectmen’s meeting Dec. 
13, 2016 Comtois said in substance 
that the “matter had been dis- 
cussed in the past and that while he 
generally approved of the concept 
of donations of property to the 
Town, the Property was burdened 
with legal issues that meant the 
Town would have to pay to get a 
free and clear title.” On Dec. 14, 
2016 Comtois talked with Tasse. 
On motion suggested by Comtois, 
“the Board unanimously decided 
to present the question whether to 
accept the donation of the Prop- 
erty to the Town for consideration 
at the next Town Meeting,[1] with 
the understanding that, if the do- 
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nation was accepted, the Town 

would then incur the cost of 

clearing the title.[2] Jones asked 
that someone from the Board send 
a letter to Granger detailing the de- 
cision of the Board. Comtois, who 
had never met or spoken to Grang- 
er, responded that he would do so, 
but that he would rather call her.” 
No one objected to a call rather 
than a letter and no one objected 
to Comtois making the call. The 
document said, “In his (Comtois) 
testimony, he characterized what 
he said to her as ‘straightforward.’ 
Specifically, he told her: The 1s- 
sue had to “go to a town meeting 
which wasn’t scheduled;” the Town 
‘did not have a warrant open for 
that;’ there “was no article placed 
on it;” he personally would recom- 
mend that the Town Meeting not 
approve it; and, in substance, that 
the Board itself would not support 
the proposal. He did not tell her 
anything about the overall general 
tenor, expressed at the Board meet- 
ing, of sympathy for Granger’s sit- 
uation.” Comtois then offered to 
purchase the Property. There was a 
discussion about “monetary com- 
pensation” in which Tasse said that 
Granger “would want her back 
taxes paid as well as the penalties 
and the interest that had accrued 
and then the legal expenses.” 

Comtois paid $200 for the 
Property and promised to pay “all 
expenses associated with the pur- 
chase.” When he purchased it, he 
considered using it to store vehicles 
for his driving school. 

In a related matter regarding a 
variance request by Comtois, the 
town of Brookfield received a let- 
ter from Comtois lawyer that the 
meeting process 
for the Zoning 
Board of Ap- 
peals = variance 
hearing was not 
followed. Jeffrey 
M. Chasse of 
Chasse & Roche, 
PC. said, “I call 
your attention to 
major statutory 
and procedural 
defects concern- 
ing my client’s Pe- 
tition for a Vari- 
ance to construct 
a single-family 
dwelling on his 
property at 41 
Rice Corner 
Road such that, 
in my opinion, 
render both the 
pubic hearing on 
July 8, 2020 and 
your Decision 
that evening to 
be invalid and 
illegal.” He said 
the filing of the 
Petition was not 
properly docket- 
ed by the Town 
Clerk and_ the 
scheduled _hear- 
ing was first post- 
ed on the town’s 
website June 30, 
when the posting 
should be at least 
14 days before the 
day of the hear- 
ing. Comtois 1s 
chairman of the 
Zoning Board 
of Appeals and 
recused himself 
from the board 
for the hearing. 
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Springfield Armory to offer free guided 
tours on Fridays, beginning Aug. 28 


SPRINGFIELD — Following guidance 
from the White House, Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, and state and local 
public health authorities, Springfield Armory 
National Historic Site is increasing recreation- 
al access and services. The National Park Ser- 
vice 18 working with federal, state, and local 
public health authorities to closely monitor 
the COVID-19 pandemic and using a phased 
approach to increase access on a park-by-park 
basis. 

Beginning Aug. 28, Springfield Armory 
National Historic Site, in coordination with 
Springfield Technical Community College, 
will begin offering ranger guided tours of the 
historic grounds on Fridays at 11 a.m., weath- 
er permitting. Tours will be limited to 10 and 
pre-registration 1s required via the park web- 
site calendar of events www.nps.gov/spar or 
Facebook page at www.facebook.com/sparn- 
hs. As tours take place on state and federal 
property, Springfield Technical Community 
College requires attendees to wear face cover- 
ings and practice social distancing. 

With public health in mind, the following 
facilities remain closed to the public at this 
time: 

¢ Springfield Armory museum and visi- 
tor center 

¢ All public restrooms 

¢ Park grounds 

¢ All Springfield Technical Community 
College buildings 

Superintendent Kelly Fellner said “We are 
working in close coordination with Springfield 
Technical Community College administrators 
to offer access for our visitors while ensuring 
the health and wellness of all.” During this 
closure the park 1s continuing the critical sys- 
tems upgrades work through the NPS con- 
tracted services of Gardner Construction & 


Industrial Services, Inc. In addition,the park is 
addressing critical maintenance needs in order 
to provide new safety and cleaning measures. 

The health and safety of our visitors, em- 
ployees, volunteers, and partners continues 
to be paramount. At Springfield Armory Na- 
tional Historic Site, our operational approach 
will be to examine each facility function and 
service provided to ensure those operations 
comply with current public health guidance 
and will be regularly monitored. We continue 
to work closely with the NPS Office of Public 
Health using CDC guidance to ensure public 
and workspaces are safe and clean for visitors, 
employees, partners, and volunteers. 

A safe and enjoyable park experience be- 
gins at home. The NPS encourages visitors to 
plan their visit by checking the park’s website 
and social media for current conditions and 
travel tips. The CDC has offered guidance to 
help people recreating in parks and open spac- 
es to prevent the spread of infectious diseases. 
We ask the public to be our partner in recre- 
ating responsibly, by following CDC and state 
and local guidance, social distancing, and 
wearing a face covering when social distance 
cannot be maintained. 

Details and updates on park operations 
will continue to be posted on our website 
www.nps.gov/spar and www.facebook.com/ 
sparnhs. Updates about NPS operations will 
be posted on www.nps.gov/coronavirus. 

Springfield Armory National Historic 
Site is the location of the nation’s first ar- 
mory (1794 — 1968) and was established by 
George Washington. The site includes historic 
grounds, buildings, and the world’s largest his- 
toric American military firearms collection. 
For updates and further information call 413- 
734-8551, check the website at www.nps.gov/ 
spar or go to www.facebook.com/sparnhs. 





From our genuinely warm and friendly culture, 
to the outstanding services we offer, you will find that living at 
Cedarbrook Village is the next best thing to being at home. 


Cedarbrook ea Village 


EVERBROOK SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY 


73 South Street Ware, MA 01082 








For more information or to 
schedule your personal tour, 


Please call Beth 
413-207-1338 


www.EverbrookSeniorLiving.com 





PAGE 6 


HCC to host virtual celebration for 
Class of 2020 Thursday, Aug. 20 


HOLYOKE - Holyoke Community 
College (HCC) honored its graduating 
class of 2020 with a virtual celebration 
on Thursday, Aug. 20. 

The celebration, will be streamed on 
the HCC website (hcc.edu) and will 
include recognitions of graduates, cele- 
bratory photos and video clips, as well 
as remarks from President Christina 
Royal, student leaders, and area digni- 
taries including state Rep. Aaron Vega, 
Holyoke mayor Alex Morse, state Sen. 
John Velis, U.S. Rep. Richard Neal, and 


GRANT from page 1 


alition and the Alliance is spread 
out over three counties, including 
Brimfield, Holland, Monson, Palm- 
er and Wales in Hampden County, 
Ware and Belchertown in Hampshire 
County and Brookfield, East Brook- 
field, Hardwick, New Braintree, 
North Brookfield, Warren and West 
Brookfield in Worcester County. The 
same towns will be covered by the 
new federal grant. 

“It’s broader and wider than our 
previous work,’ Gramarossa said. 
She was referring in part to a five- 
year federal Drug Free Communities 
grant the Alliance received, which 
has provided $125,000 each year and 
focused on working with the schools 
to reach students and parents to pre- 
vent opioid use. The grant is in its 
fifth year. 
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Sens. Ed Markey and Elizabeth Warren. 

People can also help celebrate by 
submitting messages of congratulations, 
photos and videos to commencement@ 
hec.edu that will be shared on HCC’s 
other social media platforms through- 
out the day and beyond. 

The official graduation ceremony 
for the Class of 2020 will take place on 
June 5, 2021, at the MassMutual Cen- 
ter in Springfield at the same time as 
the Commencement celebration for the 


Class of 2021. 


The new grant will need about five 
staff positions to carry out the grant 
and Gramarossa recruited those at- 
tending the Zoom meeting on Aug. 
10 to serve on an interviewing and 
hiring committee. The grant starts 
on Aug. 31. Ware will be the finan- 
cial agent for this grant as it was for 
the Drug Free Communities grant, 
she said. 

Alcohol use campaign 

It’s possible the next time area res- 
idents tune in to Pandora, the music 
streaming application, they may hear 
messages from the Alliance regard- 
ing the increased use of alcohol by 
both young people and grownups. 

The Alliance worked with a mar- 
keting company to create messages 
about it that will play on Pandora, 
post on social media sites, and place 
in print publications reminding par- 
ents of the danger of leaving alcohol 


in the Quaboag Hills Area 


DO NOT allow 


teens & their 


friends 


to drink at home. 


Eight basic tips to help you 
get the conversation started: 
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Safer Teen Driving in the Quaboag Hills 





unsecured where young people could 
get to it. It will also ask young people 
to pledge not to use the substances. 
The campaign information is also 
on the Alliance’s website at https:// 
qhsua.org/. 

Gramarossa said nationally there 
has been an increase in the use of al- 
cohol by youth and grownups, and it 
is important to make youth, parents 
and the communities aware that it’s 
occurring. 

The Alliance also has campaign 
information postcards it will hand 
out at events as well as flyers, rack 
cards and lawn signs. 

They are also offering training for 
those who own or work liquor stores, 
including what a server’s liabilities 
are if they over serve patrons and 
what to look for in a person’s identi- 
fication to be sure it is legitimate. 





TURLEY PUBLICATIONS 
COURTESY PHOTO 


Amaraya Deza of 
Holyoke, a member 
of the Holyoke 
Community College 
Class of 2020, tries 
on her graduation 
cap outside the 
HCC Campus Cen- 
ter in preparation 
for the college’s 
virtual celebration 
on Thursday, Aug. 
20. 


PROJECT from page 1 


proper hygiene products “to feel clean, confi- 
dent, and healthy.” Sadly, children and families 
facing economic challenges, the homeless, and 
elderly can’t afford or don’t have access to ba- 
sic hygiene products. 

Hygiene products such as_ toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, deodorant, shampoo, condi- 
tioner, soap, floss and menstrual products are 
all items that are in great need. All donations 
can be dropped off and collected in a bin at 
the Oakham town common on the following 
Sundays from the hours of 9:45 to 11:15 a.m. 
during outdoor church service on Sundays, 
Aug. 30, Sept. 6 and Sept. 13. 

People may also send donations directly to 
Gavin Majoy using Hope & Comfort’s Ama- 
zon Wish List. The link is as follows: http://a. 
co/9OuDiqm. If items are bought this way, 
they can be sent to: 

Gavin Majoy, 231 McKay Road, New 
Braintree, MA 01531. 





Teens whose parents talk to them often about 
substance use are less likely to use drugs or 
drink alcohol. Please remember, there is help! 
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Agreement reached to bring back high school sports 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


REGION — Under a joint 
plan from the Massachusetts 
Interscholastic Athletic Asso- 
ciation and the Department 
of Elementary and Secondary 
Education, there will be a high 
school sports season this school 
year. 

In fact, there will be four. 
The MIAA Board of Directors 
agreed to add a fourth “float- 
ing’ or “bubble” season that 
could encompass sports that 
are not able to be played during 
the fall or winter seasons. The 
floating season is supposed to 
take place mainly during March 
2021, and will feature football 
as the most prominent sport be- 
ing played during that time. 

However, under the official 


vote, the final dates for the fi- 
nal three seasons will be de- 
termined at a later date by the 
MIAA. 

The fall season will begin on 
Sept. 18. The MIAA had at first, 
postponed the fall preseason to 
Sept. 14, but when school was 
postponed, the MIAA wanted 
to allow school to begin before 
allowing extracurricular activ- 
ities. 

Under the proposal, golf, 
cross country, field hockey, 
gymnastics, girls volleyball, and 
soccer will be allowed to play 
and have full contests under 
special guidelines that would 
take into account safe practic- 
es, social distancing and limited 
contact. 

Football, at this time, would 
involve too much contact and 
this the sport will be limited to 


just practice only, along with 
cheerleading, and unified bas- 
ketball, a sport that recently 
began playing in the fall season. 

The winter season would 
consist currently of the typical 
winter sports offered, like swim- 
ming, basketball, hockey, wres- 
tling, and indoor track. Howev- 
er, if the pandemic continues to 
dictate restrictions, it’s possible 
the higher contact sports, like 
basketball and hockey, could 
either be postponed or pushed 
to the floating season. 

The EEA, the Executive 
Office of Energy and Environ- 
mental Affairs, 1s currently 1s- 
suing the guidance for the var- 
ious sports. The sports that are 
deemed a more moderate risk, 
will have make changes to the 
way games are played in order 
to be allowed to play. 


Most of the changes are 
made in order to help with so- 
cial distancing or to significant- 
ly limit contact. 

The most adversely affected 
sport could be soccer, as con- 
tact is close and while not as di- 
rect as football, does involve a 
moderate level of contact where 
two or three people are close to 
one another. 

Another group that could 
be playing sports in the float- 
ing season are schools that do 
not participate in fall or winter 
sports due to their individual 
district going with remote learn- 
ing. School Committees will 
have to vote on whether their 
high schools will be allowed 
to participate in interscho- 
lastic sports while they are in 
full remote learning. Holyoke, 
Springfield, Longmeadow, and 
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East Longmeadow are among 
the districts that have voted 
to go fully remote in Western 
Massachusetts. 

Other schools that stand to 
risk losing seasons are those 
classified in the red category 
under the governor’s risk map 
for COVID. Right now, South 
Hadley is the only Western 
Massachusetts town currently 
in the red category. Holyoke 
and Granby were previously in 
the red, but were removed from 
that designation last Wednes- 
day. 

The MIAA plans to keep 
a close watch on data and 
frequently evaluate the situa- 
tion, including if and when a 
vaccine is made available for 
COVID-19, allowing — sports 
play to resume normally. 
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Youth baseball clinic 


Holyoke City Councilor and former HCC baseball 
coach Terry Murphy has been hosting baseball clinics 
for area youth for the past few weeks. Unlike his nor- 
mal summer league, there are no games being played 
due to the current restrictions during the pandemic, 
but clinics have been allowed to take place. Murphy 
said he wanted to give kids the opportunity to stay in 
shape and work on skills while games are not able to 
be played. His clinics drew more than 30 kids from all 
over the region and he said he has been asked to ex- 
tend the clinics into September. 





Bay State games launches 32nd year of Future Leaders Scholarship 


REGION — The Bay State 
Games is pleased to announce 
that applications are now 
being accepted for the 2020 
Future Leaders Scholarship 
Program. This marks the thir- 
ty-second year of this valuable 
scholarship program that rec- 
ognizes the leaders of tomor- 
row who excel in academics, 
community service, and athlet- 
ics. The scholarship program 
is available to any Massachu- 


setts High School student in 
the class of 2021. Due to the 
cancellation of the 2020 Sum- 
mer Games, participation in 
the Bay State Games is not 
required but is recommended. 
Six $1,000 scholarships will be 
awarded to the top applicants. 

“Bay State Games is proud 
to provide valuable college 
scholarships to student-ath- 
letes representing high schools 
and communities from across 


Massachusetts,” said Bay 
State Games Executive Direc- 
tor, Kevin Cummings. “While 
the COVID-19 pandemic im- 
pacted our traditional spring 
timeframe for this scholarship, 
we have moved the process 
to the fall to ensure that stu- 
dents in the class of 2021 will 
still have access to this oppor- 
tunity. I encourage all former 
Bay State Games Summer and 
Winter Games participants 


currently entering their senior 
year of high school to apply.” 

Candidates must submit 
their application information 
online by October 15, 2020. 
The selection process. will 
begin with a review of each 
student’s application, written 
recommendations, and tran- 
scripts. A number of students 
will then be selected for vir- 
tual interviews which will be 
conducted the week of No- 


vember 9. At the conclusion 
of interviews, six statewide 
scholarship winners will be 
announced. 

Additional information on 
the scholarship and a link to 
an application form can be 
found at www.baystategames. 
org/future-leaders-scholar- 
ship. 

For questions, email info@ 
baystategames.org or call 781- 
932-6555. 
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MIAA Signs Multi-Year Partnership 


FRANKLIN — The Massachu- 
setts Interscholastic Athletic Asso- 
ciation (MIAA) has signed a multi- 
year partnership with the Power Ad 
Company to become the Official 
School Solutions Partner of the 
MIAA. The comprehensive partner- 
ship will include an integrated mar- 
keting presence throughout the year, 
enabling the Power Ad Company to 
connect with and support MIAA 
member schools. 

“The MIAA is honored to partner 
with the Power Ad Company, a lead- 
ing provider of solutions to schools 
throughout the country,” said MIAA 
Executive Director Bill Gaine. “I be- 
lieve our member schools across the 
state will find value in the products 
that The Power Ad Company offers. 
In particular, their antimicrobial 
products providing 90-day protec- 
tion from COVID-19 should be a 
great benefit, as schools plan for re- 
opening.” 


The Power Ad Company has been 
helping high schools throughout 
America since 1996. Based in Frank- 
lin, Ohio, the company provides a 
variety of solutions for schools, in- 
cluding: BioShield®75 Antimicro- 
bial Protection and One & Done 
Facemasks™, Athletic Department 
Sponsorship Fundraising Programs 
including NFHS Network sponsor- 
ship sales, Scoreboards, Scoretables, 
Video Screens & More 

“The Power Ad Company is ex- 
cited to partner with the MIAA,” 
said Jennifer Westerfield, Owner and 
Senior Vice President of the Power 
Ad Company. “We are looking for- 
ward to helping schools reopen in a 
way that will not only go the extra 
mile to protect their students and 
staff, but will also save the school 
districts a lot of money by using a 
product (BioShield®75) that will kall 
microbes up to 90 days in a single ap- 
plication.” 


CHILD FIND 


QUABOAG REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 


The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and 


Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, require districts 


to annually attempt to identify and locate every qualified 


(individual with a disability) attending the Quaboag Regional 
School District. If you suspect your child or a child in your care 
may have a disability or physical or mental impairment and 


is in need of an evaluation, please contact the 
Director of Student Support Services at 413-420-1994. 
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Advanced Gas 
Distributors Wade 
Cole Memorial 200 


WINCHESTER, N.H. — After a week 
off, action will return to Monadnock 
Speedy way as it hosts the Wade Cole 
Memorial 200 on Saturday evening. Here 
are details of this weekend’s event. 

Divisions: NASCAR Whelen Mod- 
ified Tour (200 Laps), NHSTRA Mod- 
ifieds , Street Stock, Pro Truck Series, 
Mini Stocks, Pure Stocks 

Pit Gate Opens at 11 a.m. for Whel- 
en Modified Tour Teams, Noon for Mo- 
nadnock Speedway Teams. Pit Admis- 
sions ($40) - Practice at 2:00 PM - Time 
Trials at 5:00 PM 

Main Grandstands Opens at 1:00 
p.m. (No Early Entry Allowed Before 
Main Ticket Booth Opens). Adults $35, 
Seniors (65+) $30, Ages Ages 11-18 $15 
and Ages 10 & Under $5. Due to limited 
Capacity - Advanced Tickets are highly 
recommended. 


Bane sli lelelels: 
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Pioneers announce 
tryouts for 
upcoming season 


LUDLOW — WUP FC is proud to 
hold tryouts for the 2020-2021  sea- 
son. Tryouts are for Boys and Girls of 
all age groups including an open house 
for younger ages: 

Developmental 
ers born in 2013-2015 

First Kick: players born in 2016 

This registration session will allow you 
to complete contact information, and sign 
up for participation. Please read through 
each page carefully to ensure that all in- 
formation is provided accurately. 

To ensure we can create the safest envi- 
ronment for your player due to COVID19 
precautions, we are still working on exact 
dates and times to conduct tryouts for the 
2020-2021 season. Players may be invited 
to smaller training sessions and/or limit- 
ed attendance tryout venues. You will be 
notified with options via email. 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertis- 
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 


Academy: __ play- 


than one corrected in- 
sertion, nor will be li- 
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu- 
pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 
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EXPERIENCE A DISPENSARY LIKE No OTHER 
SCAN TOSEE OUR 


Uy 


LET US BE aie: 


74 COTTAGE STREET 


IN ERS Te 


OPEN DAILY 10AM- Lisle 
(413) 327-9393 ~ 


EASTHAMPTONDISPENSARY.COM ~ 
(WEASTHAMPTONDISPENSARY | 











Trout | 
GABI S 7 
| ALL YOU NEED IS A VALID 21+ ID! 


| abn is EDIBLES Please Consume Responsibly, This product may cause impairment and may be habit 
om (0 te forming. For use only by adults 21 years of age or older.Keep out of the reach of children. 
iN , | This product has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drug Administration 
ICALS m8 (FDA). There is limited information on the side effects of using this product, and there 

| may be associated health risks. Marijuana use during pregnancy and breast-feedingmay 
pose potential harms. It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when under the 
influence of this product. KEEP THIS PRODUCT AWAY FROM CHILDREN. There may be health 
risks associated with consumption of this product. Marijuana can impair concentration, 
coordination, and judgment. The impairment effects of edible marijuana may be delayed 
by two hours or more. In case of accidental ingestion, contact poison control hotline 
1-800-222-1222 or 9-1-1. This product may be illegal outside of MA. 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


WISEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your 
ads run 

communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


TAG SALE 


WE ARE PLANNING A BUSY 
FALL SEASON 
SO KEEP WATCHING THE 
WEBPAGE FOR UPDATES 
’m going to start with! 

A GIANT TAG SALE AT 
WINTERGARDEN FARM 
FRIDAY AUGUST 28th 
10:00 AM to 5:00 PM 
SATURDAY AUGUST 29th 


9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 


359 Stafford Rd., 
(Rt 32) on MONSON. 
near the CT/MA State Line 
Keep watching as | update Photos 
from now till the night before! 
| am cleaning out areas that 
| have not been in in over 5 years! 
Who knows what 
treasures will be found! 





www.wintergardenauction.com/ 
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Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


WANTED TO BUY 


FIELDSTONE WALLS WANT- 
ED to buy. Looking to purchase 
large quantities of old stone walls. 
Please call R.E. Barnes Fieldstone 
(978)355-2117 








WE TAKE IT ALL 


WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. Thank 
you. (413)967-8002 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 


PRIVATE NURSING SERVICES 
Registered Nurse to provide wide 
range of medical services. Will come 
to your home for necessary medical 
tasks. (413) 289-6729 


Buying? 
Selling? 


Our Classifieds 
Get Results! 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur- 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service changes/ 
upgrades, generators, phone/data wir- 
ing, smoke detectors. Insured. Credit 
cards accepted. License #22882A 
(413) 210-9140 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


EXCAVATING 


ELIOT STARBARD' EXCAVA- 
TION 35 yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140 
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Call us toll free 800.824.6548 
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HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL SER- 
VICE. FINISHING, PAINTING, 
CEILINGS (SMOOTH OR TEX- 
TURED). 40+ YEARS EXPERI- 
ENCE. FULLY INSURED. 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ARTIST 
- learn how to teach painting with this 
special method to people of all ages 
and abilities and have your own busi- 
ness with a stable income. Fill the need 
for more art in healthcare facilities. 
Check it out at: 

www.artis4every1.com or call 
(508)882-3848 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call toll free: 800-824-6548 


26 
| 
| 


Base Price 
" 


$27.00 
$28.50 $29.00 
$31 ‘Oo 
$33.00 


23 
27 
1 
5 


Base Price 
$35.00 39 


Number of Weeks: 


Credit Card: 


J MasterCard 


LI VISA _1 Discover 


State: 
X perweekrate=$ 
1 Cash 
___ Exp.Date_ 


Base Price 

20 $26.00 

Base Price] 24 Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 
Base Price] 28 Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 
Base Price] 32 Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 


Base Price 36 Base Price 
$33.50 $34.00 
36.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 40 A 


$ 





Zip: 
LI Check# 
CVV ____ 


DEADLINES: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 


Quabbin 
Village Hills 


Circulation: 
50,500 








WILLIAMSBURG 


RANVILLE 





Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 





Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to runin 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 
Add a third ZONE 
Subtotal 

x Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 













BELCHER 
GRANBY 
BROOKFIELD 
PALMER 





HUBBARDSTON 
BARRE eo 
NEW BRAINTREE 
WEST NORTH 
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 
a 


BRIMFIELD 


pi a 


Suburban 


STURBRIDGE 





Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 


Includes 
S —_——___ additional words 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


$5.00 
——_ “ Quabbin 
I 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


CHAMPAGNE LANDSCAPING 
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, 
Fall Clean-ups, trimming, mulch, stone 
beds, excavating. Total yard mainte- 
nance. Call Dan (413)682-4943 


DAVE’S LAWN AND GARDEN, 
LLC- Landscape design & mainte- 
nance 

Patios & walkways 

Stump grinding 

Senior Citizen/ Veteran’s Discount 
Certified/ Insured 

Call Dave (413)478-4212 for your 
free estimate. 


LAWN & GARDEN 


*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8 
screened, $28/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; 
No additives, fillers or by-products. Lo- 
cal deliv. to Oakham and surrounding 
towns only. Eliot Starbard 508-882- 
0140. 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PAINTING 


KEEP IT PAINTING- Klems ex 
cellent exterior painting. Interiors too. 
Specializing in all aspects of quality 
painting and staining. 25 years ex 
perience. Free consultation. Steve 
(413)477-8217 


PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage, lot 
clearing and brush chipping. Honest 
and Dependable. Fully insured. Now 
offering a Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free estimate 
(413)478-4212 


STUMP GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 


478-4212 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 


Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 
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RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS.ORG 


ACTIVITY-NUTRITION COORDI- 
NATOR The Granby Council on Aging 
is looking for a 30 hour/week Activity 
and Nutrition Coordinator. The Coordi- 
nator is responsible for the planning, 
coordinating, and provision of activi- 
ties, entertainment, and informational 
programs for elders and their families 
at the Senior Center in the Town of 
Granby. They are also responsible for 
the scheduling and conducting of the 
Senior Lunch Program. 

Applicants must have excellent ver- 
bal and written communication skills, 
computer and organizational skills, be 
able to pass a CORI check and must 
possess a valid driver's license. Asso- 
ciate’s degree in Social Work, Human 
Services or a related field is preferred; 
three to five (3-5) years in related work 
experience preferably with the elderly 
population; or any equivalent combina- 
tion of education, training, experience 
with provides the required knowledge, 
skills, and abilities to perform the es- 
sential functions of the job. 

Applications and resumes will be re- 
viewed until the position is filled. Appli- 
cations can be obtained at the Granby 
Senior Center, 10 West State St. Gran- 
by, MA 01033. 


DRIVER - CDL CLASS A PNEU- 


MATIC TANK & DUMP TRAILER. EX- 
PERIENCED ONLY. RB Enterprises 
413-583-8393 
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CLUES ACROSS 

1. Slopes 

7. Attacks 

13. One who has left 
prison 

14. Goes against 

16. Atomic #37 

17. Home of The Beatles 

19. Mac alternative 

20. A common boundary 


22. Fluid in a plant 

23. Genus that includes 
scads 

29. Longer of the forearm 
bones 

26. Gradually disappears 

28. Al risk assessor 

29. Type of whale 

30. Jaws of a voracious 
animal 

31. Patriotic women (abbr.) 

33. Ancient Egyptian God 

34. Obsessed with one’s 
appearance 

36. Erase 





38. A type of smartie 

40. Nostrils 

41. Influential French 
thinker 

43. Popular K-pop singer 

44, One point south of 
due east 

45, Payroll company 

47. Moved quickly on foot 

48. Bar bill 

with 51. An idiot 

93. Indicates silence 

59. Protein-rich liquids 

96. Rhythmic patterns 

58. Scatter 

59. Belongs to bottom 
layer 

60. Impulsive part of the 
mind 

61. Carousel 

64. Type of degree 

65. Ornamental molding 

67. Locks in again 

69. Sounds the same 

70. Come into view 


HELP WANTED 


Holistic Industries 
is one of the 
largest and fastest 
growing private 
cannabis companies 


in the country. 


Check out our list of 
career openings here: 
httops://www.holistic 
industries.com/careers 


SUPPORT COUNSELOR Multicul- 
tural Community Services is seeking a 
dependable team member who is able 
to encourage and support a person 
with a disability to create the fullest 
life possible. This part time position 
requires a driver’s license / transpor- 
tation and availability to work in the 
Palmer area. Please send letter of in- 
terest / resume to michaelro@mcsnet. 
org or by mail to Michael Romanovitch, 
Multicultural Community Services, 
1000 Wilbraham Road, Springfield, 
MA. 01109 


The Quabbin Regional School District 
has immediate openings for the follow- 
ing positions: 

¢ CNA (Certified Nursing Assistant) 

¢ Custodians (part and full-time) 

e Paraprofessionals 

¢ Substitute Teachers 

¢ Before/After School Staff Members 

¢ Before/After School Site Managers 
For more information, please call or 
email Nancy Landry, HR Manager at: 
nlandry @qrsd.org 
978-355-4668 
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CLUES DOWN 
1. Speak rapidly 
2. lrauma center 


6. Children’s ride 
7. Absorbed liquid 
8. Markets term 


sales 
10. Automaton 


12. Divide 

15. Writers 

18. Cool! 

21. Popular tourist 


24. Sets free 


of sports 
2/7. Unhappy 


Scripture 


32. Influential French 


3. River in W. Africa 
4. Ancient Greek district 
5. Bulgaria’s monetary unit 39. Coastal region of 


9. Retail term recording 


11. Spanish form of “be” 


13. Malaysian sailing boat 


attraction studio 


30. Alternate term for Holy 


The Quaboag Current ¢ www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com | Friday, August 28, 2020 


Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


FOR RENT 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


Find your 
dream home or 


apartment or 
list your 
property here! 








scholar 
39. What thespians do 
37. Local area network 
38. Free from 
contamination 


Canada 
42. Sun up in New York 
43. High schoolers’ exam 
46. Fathers 
47. Call it a career 
49, Suitable for growing 
crops 
50. Rose-red variety of 
spinel 
52. Orange-brown in color 
54. Lowest point of a ridge 
between two peaks 
90. Late TNT sportscaster 
0/7. A way to wedge 


26. An enthusiastic devotee 59. Cold, dry Swiss wind 


62. Hockey players need it 

63. Something highly 
prized 

66. Atomic #45 

68. Top lawyer 


HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


¢ Heat and hot water included 
¢ Ample Closets 

¢ Fully Applianced 

¢ Community Room 

e Laundry Facilities 


¢ Cats Welcome 
e Extra Storage 
e 24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill 
Ware, MA 


ere, 


OFPOGRTURITY 





PALMER 1 BR- QUIET secure 
country location. Locked storage & 
laundry in basement. K/DR combo- 
LR- full bath. Nice layout. No smoke/ 
pets. F/L/S $800 Breton Est. 413- 
283-6940 





Call us toll free 800.824.6548 





SECTION 8 WELCOME Ware 
2 bedroom apts. new kitchen, bath, 
paint, flooring, appliances, etc. Avail- 
able ASAP (413)531-2433 


WARE 2 BEDROOM (si Floor W/D 
hook up. Off street parking, storage 
space, rubbish removal. F/L/S No pets. 
$800.00 per/month (413) 244-9874 


STORAGE 


SECURE STORAGE HAS opened 
a brand new facility in Ware behind 
the Ware Post Office. Call for all your 
storage needs and our low rates. 413- 
531-3722 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 





FOR RENT 


a 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER 
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Public Media Release for Free and Reduce Priced Meals 


he Quabbin Regional School 
| District 1s happy to announce 
its policy for determining free 
meals and reduce priced meals served 
under the National School Lunch Pro- 
gram. Free and Reduced Meal Bene- 
fits are available to qualifying families. 
Applications forms, with a letter to the 
household are sent home with each stu- 
dent on the first day of school. Online 
applications may be found at www.lun- 
chapp.com. Paper applications are also 
available on the school website at www. 
qrsd.org. The Federal Income Eligibil- 
ity Guidelines for July 1, 2020 through 
June 30, 2021 are as follows: 


**NO application is required if the 
household receives a Direct Certifica- 
tion notification letter, from the district, 
saying that all children automatically 
qualify for free meals. Public School 
Districts receive student data matches 
through electronic matching process 
from the Massachusetts Executive Of- 
fice of Health and Human Service’s 
Virtual Gateway. All children in these 
households are eligible for free or re- 
duce priced meal benefits. If you re- 
ceive a notice of Direct Certification for 
your child and there are other children 
in your household that are not listed, 
contact the School Nutrition Director, 
Keri Gould at 978-355-4668 x8512 to 
have the benefit extended to them. 

If children or households receive 
benefits under Assistance Programs 
or Other Source Categorically Eligible 
Programs and are not notified by the 
school of their free or reduce priced 
meal benefits, the parent or guardian 
should contact the School Nutrition 
Director. 

Application forms for all other 
households must list the names of all 
household members, all household in- 
come with the amount, source and fre- 
quency of the income received by each 
household member. An adult signature 
is required along with the last 4 digits 
of the adult’s Social Security Number 
or the box checked that applicant does 
not have a Social Security Number. 
Please return the completed household 
application to the school in which your 
youngest child attends. Households 
may turn in an application at any time 
during the school year. All incomplete 


Household 
Size 


Monthly 


Household 
Size 


REDUCED-PRICE 


Monthly 


Every Two 
Weeks 


$ 16,588 | $1,383 | $692 | $638 $ 319 $23,606 | $1,968 | $984 $ 908 


sour | stom | so | soo | sat 
$28,236 | $2,353 | $1,177 | $1,086 | $543 


$ 934 $ 862 $ 431 


$ 31,894 | $2,658 | $1,329] $1,227 
$40,182 | $3,349 | $1,675 | $1,546 


$ 34,060 | $2,839 | $1,420] $1,310 | $655 $48,470 | $4,040 | $2,020] $1,865 
$ 39,884 | $3,324 | $1,662 | $1,534 | $767 $56,758 | $4,730 | $2,365 | $2,183 
Pa $45,708 | $3,809 | $1,905 | $1,758 | $879 ra $65,046 | $5,421] $2,711) $2,502 


$51,532 | $4295 | $2148 | $1,982 | $991 
BE sszose | sarm | seam | soam | sism 


d 
} 


$ 57,306 


$ 5,824 $ 486 $ 243 $ 224 $ 112 


Each Add'l 
person add 


applications will be denied. Informa- 
tion given on the application will be 
used to determine eligibility and may 
be verified at any time during the school 
year by school officials. 

Households notified of their chil- 
dren’s eligibility must contact Keri 
Gould at 978-355-4668 x8512 or submit 
in writing if they want to decline the 
free or reduce priced meal benefits. 


Foster children, under the legal re- 
sponsibility of a foster care agency or 
court are eligible for free meals. An ap- 
plication must be submitted. The fos- 
ter child may be included as a member 
of the foster family if the foster family 
chooses to also apply for benefits for 
other children in the family. If you have 
questions about applying for foster chil- 
dren contact the School Nutrition Di- 
rector. 

Your child’s eligibility status from 
last school year will continue into the 
new school year for up to 30 school 
days (10/8/2020). After the 30 school 
days, your child will have to pay full 
price for meals, unless the household 
receives a notification letter for free or 


Each Add’| 
person 
add 





reduce priced meals. 

Result letters are sent via email for 
all Direct Certification notification let- 
ters (free and reduced priced meals), 
online applications and paper applica- 
tion results are also sent via email (free, 
reduced or denied). 

NONDISCRIMINATION 

In accordance with Federal civ- 
il rights law and U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) civil rights reg- 
ulations and policies, the USDA, its 
Agencies, offices, and employees, and 
institutions participating in or adminis- 
tering USDA programs are prohibited 
from discriminating based on race, col- 
or, national origin, sex, disability, age, 
or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil 
rights activity in any program or activ- 
ity conducted or funded by the USDA. 

Persons with disabilities who require 
alternative means of communication 
for program information (e.g. Braille, 
large print, audiotape, American Sign 
Language, etc.), should contact the 
Agency (State or local) where they ap- 
plied for benefits. Individuals who are 
deaf, hard of hearing, or have speech 
disabilities may contact USDA through 


$ 73,334 | $6,112 | $3,056 | $2,821 
ra $ 81,622 | $6,802 | $3,401 $ 3,140 


$ 8,288 $ 691 $ 346 $ 319 


the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877- 
8339. Additionally, program informa- 
tion may be made available in languages 
other than English. 

To file a program complaint of dis- 
crimination, complete the USDA Pro- 
gram Discrimination Complaint Form, 
(AD-3027) found online at: http://www. 
ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing cust. 
html, and at any USDA office, or write 
a letter addressed to USDA and provide 
in the letter all of the information re- 
quested in the form. To request a copy 
of the complaint form, call (866) 632- 
9992. Submit your completed form or 


letter to USDA by: 

(1) mail: US. Department of 
Agriculture 

Office of the Assistant Secretary for 
Civil Rights 


1400 Independence Avenue, SW 

Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; 

(2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or 

(3) email: program.intake@usda. 
gOV. 

“This institution 1s an equal oppor- 
tunity provider.” 


DEBATE from page 1 


countered simply by saying the timing was suspect, but 
could not offer any other proof beyond the timing and 
a rumor of a particular individual trying to curry favor 
from Neal’s camp. 

That question led off the debate, and from there, 
the two candidates sparred hard on several issues, 
including a battle over the CARES act and the fact 
Morse opposed it. 

Neal chided Morse for his attack of the CARES act, 
saying it brought millions of dollars to Western Mas- 
sachusetts and saved many jobs, including jobs right in 
Morse’s home city of Holyoke. He said Morse would 
have been one of only five legislators to oppose the 
act. Morse said the CARES act did not go far enough. 
Morse attacked Neal’s opposition of the Green New 
Deal, an aggressive environmental act proposed by 
some Democratic House members. Morse claimed 
Neal is opposed to the Green New Deal because Ne- 
al’s campaign is heavily supported by fossil fuel com- 
panies. Neal countered Morse’s assertions saying he 
supported reducing the carbon footprint, but did not 
believe the Green New Deal would work 1n its current 
form. 

Questions surrounded economy, response to the 
coronavirus pandemic, and the ongoing controversy at 
the Holyoke Soldiers Home. 

Morse frequently attacked Neal’s lack of presence 
in the First Congressional District of Massachusetts, 
while Neal attacked Morse’s lack of presence right in 
Holyoke. He referenced the number of school com- 
mittee meetings missed while the state took over the 
schools, and that he was invited to be part of confer- 
ence calls regarding the Soldiers Home, but Morse 


would either miss, or “drop out early” from the calls. 

Morse said he believes a fresh face to change how 
politics in Washington is needed. 

The two candidates will square off in the Sept. | 
primary. The First Congressional District in Massa- 
chusetts is the largest district geographically in the 
state, and includes most Western Massachusetts towns 


and cities. Please check with your local town or city 
clerk for early voting, mail-in voting, and in-person 
voting options. 

Barring a strong write-in campaign, the winner of 
the primary is the presumptive U.S. Rep.-elect. 
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USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS 


CENTER CUT PORKLOWN CHOPS °'1 77 


USDA INSP. FRESH $91 9 
Ib 


PORK SPARE RB 
80: 


USDA INSP. FRESH 
PORK SHOULDER PICNIC..... 
DOMESTIC HAM ...ssssssscssse $292 
EAT a 
ON THE GRILL! \ ( in 


USDA INSP STORE MADE TERIYAKI MARINATED 


USDA INSP STORE MADE y Wen 
A" 


_ KABOBS WITH VEGGIES 
BEEF aun °B°? PORK SA? 


USDA INSP FULLY COOKED BBQ SEASONED 


ST LOUIS PORK RIBS...........°29° 


TWIN PAK 








$6 

lb 
USDA INSP. 

FRESH BONELESS 


BEEF BRISKETS 
WHOLE 


$999 
lb 

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY 


80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF 


7LB, 
BAG $309 


SALE DATES: 
8/27/20 - 9/2/20 BUY DIRECT FOR == SAVINGS « SELECTION « SERVICE 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN 


BEEF PORTERHOUSE 
or T-BONE STEAKS 


USDA INSP. FRESH 


CHICKEN BREAST 
BONEIN smn'22,.. GO 





USDA INSP. FROZEN 


BONELESS 
CHICKEN THIGH. itis 


USDA INSP. FRESH 10 LB BAG 


CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS. .D° 


USDA INSP. 


FARM FRESH MEDIUM EGGS... O9 


TRAY PAK of £9 

















£ 90 Meat Outlet & * Spraaied 
HOURS: | Mon. - Wed. 8-4 413-737-1288 
Thurs. 8-6 ¢ Fri. 8-6 ¢ Sat. 8-3 www.90meat.com 


We reserve the right 
to limit quantities. 
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EAST BROOKFIELD WARREN SPORTS Editorial/Opinion 
Cruise for Critter Smola supports Agreement to Sports 
cancelled p2 development p3 bring back sports »7 _—_— Classifieds 


Volume 13, Number 45 
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Your 


TAX FREE HOLIDAY AUGUST 28-29 
OPEN SAT 8AM-10PM ¢ SUN 9AM-9PM 


WE HAVE MORE APPLIANCES 
IN STOCK THAN ANYONE ELSE! 
~ SEE OUR FLYER INSIDE!!! ~ 
INTEX POOLS IN STOCK ¢ FREEZERS IN STOCK 


OVER 3,000 APPLIANCES IN STOCK 
FOR FAST DELIVERY OR PICK UP! 


OVER 1,000 BIKES IN STOCK! 
WE REPAIR ALL BIKE MODELS! 


OY FINANCING FOR 12 MONTHS 


fs St., S 
OPEN: Mon. Fri 10am-. aed pa vile ne bl sant ; 5 08- 885- 9 343 
GO 


TO WHITCOSALES. COM 


Fall:Foliage 
Siei=)e](em Felt es 
Apple ey ds*} 
Fel Pir’. 


Parich Omhesy 
ue aihe Wares s i 




















WARE RANCH - $219,000 


f This immaculate one owner ranch home has been y= 
#9 lovingly maintained and is in excellent condition. Vinyl ===. 

siding with newer windows. This home has beautiful Exess sos: - 
natural woodwork and gleaming hardwood floors under the aaa aGliE rT room 
with bay window and exterior access.Large, eat in kitchen. Bright and sunny family room 
with Fireplace and exterior access to the front deck for your enjoyment. Full basement 
with laundry and workshop area. Living room has a custom “picture frame ceiling.” Lots 
of potential with 3 bedrooms and one level living. One room could be a home office! One 
car garage w/ paved driveway, plenty of parking. This would be a fantastic starter home 
and a great place to downsize! Close to all major routes, move in condition! 


Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! Century 21 


1-978-434-1990 North East 
www.DorrindaSellsHomes.com 109 West St., Ware 


Turley 


Publications, Inc. 


— A TURLEY PUBLICATION 








fall is in the air 





WATER FILTRATION 


| 
£ nar ¥Y ‘1 774-200-0225 
WE'RE LOCAL! 


e NEW INSTALLATIONS e SERVICE PLANS AVAILABLE 
e SERVICING ALL EQUIPMENT ¢ WELL TANK & PUMP SERVICE 


James Morse - Cell: 774-200-0225 www.armyoft waterfiltration.com 


LANDSCAPE STONE 


Beige, Blush, Blue, Brown, Purple, 
Red, Lt Gray, Dk Gray, White 


Screened Loam Stored in Building 
Construction Stone © Construction Sand e Concrete Sand 











OM! 
































































Title V Septic Sand ¢ Brick Sand © Sand Box Sand s 
Utility Sand © Stone Dust ¢ Silt A Support Your 
Crushed Gravel ¢ Crushed Asphalt ¢ Crushed Concrete db 5 
Homeowner Friendly ¢ No Minimums = Hometown Businesses 
PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY! < 
ant @ SHOP LOCAL 
Route 31N, Spencer, MA i 
508-885-6100 > 
sel =o 2480 & 
7 Sand, Gravel & Asphalt > TT s 
7 www. bendeandanderavelcom a, 





WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
oa PIECE OF THE EARTH: 


OD 


ARE IN! 








9” Pick Your 
CH ae Own Apples! 
Call the Farm! 


VISITTHE FARM FORD: ee 
¢ Honey © Cheese | oO FREE 
e Jams ¢ Early Apples | 1/2 Dozen 


Cider Donuts 
e Maple Syrup | WITH THIS COUPON AND PURCHASE 
BHREHEEEESE 


Special Purchase 3M 
Worktunes Headphones 
Bluetooth Technology 


Lets you listen to music and answer 
your phone at the same time 
without taking off your earphones 


CONCRETE SOLUTIONS 


199 East Broadway (Rt. 2A), Gardner * 978-669-0088 
Mon.-Fri. 7:00-4:30; Sat. 8:00-1:00 














GOOD TUES. THRU THURS. ONLY ,, 


YolEbialelmcele(-mater- le mm U'e-) a go) oe AN 
5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow Signs 
Open 10am-6pm 


Ce ec) ee cl oe as 


VIVA VAV,.VAE eo} @-\- > 4-1-1 ale r-ieo) got at-| geo l-mete) aa| 


2240 Main Street 
West Warren 


NOW OFFERING 413- 436§- 5900 


PIZZA! 












CONNECTIO 





EXIT Real Estate Executives 


MIXED USE COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL HOLLAND - = 900 
WATERFRONT PROPERTY ON HAMILTON RESERVOIR! Custom built contemporary cape with 
views from every room! The large open floor plan offers a high end custom built kitchen with 
white ceiling height cabinets, stainless appliances, double wall oven, cook top, Ig center island 
w/ beautiful pendant lights and granite counter tops! Huge open living room with vaulted ceilings, 
French doors and large windows overlooking the water! The 1st floor bedroom has access into 

a large custom built bathroom with an oversized tiled shower and laundry! The second floor has 
an impressive sized loft overlooking the water and 2 huge bedrooms with private bathrooms! 
Hardwoods through out, radiant heating and so much more! The large lot has a huge garage with 
a workshop, space for an office, a 10’ high door & an 8’ door! Private boat ramp, plenty of room for 
parking & boat storage and plenty of space for multiple docks! Formerly the Holland Marina! 


Call The Michelle Terry Team 508-202-0008 


UU RU Ya Ug 
> 23 Fiskdale Road 
wy = Jgeoleo) qi(-\(o Mm \\,7: Wm On fol 0] >) 

Call MichelleTerry 

@ 508-735-8744 


Michelle Terry - Broker/Owner 
Brain GOnior www.michelleterry.net 


Condo - 2 Bed - 1 a 
Hardwood Flooring - Balcony 
In unit Laundry - Parking Spot 
Bonus Room - Storage 
BUYING * SELLING * RELOCATING [J 
7 BANKER STEWART & STEWART 
413-387-8608 


Nathan.Stewart@NEMoves.com e StewartandStewartHomes.com 











SAND & GRAVEL CO 


Washed & Double Washed 
Crushed Stone 
Washed Sand e Stone Dust 
Natural Round Landscaping Stone 
Screened Loam e Crushed Gravel 
e) Ye Motor Wale) | 
53 Brooks Pond Rd., North Brookfield, 


MA 
oa 508.867.0400 les 


NOW OPEN 
FOR INDOOR DINING! 


SEAFOOD FEAST 
Lobster Rolls* 
Clams, Scallops 
+ Weekly Specials!!! 
*Fresh In House Baked Challah & Sourdough Rolls 
~ Offering Fish Daily! ~ 


Soups 
Chili e Clam Chowder 
& “Soup of the Day” 


E.B. Flatts 


245 W. Main, E. Brookfield « 508-867-6643 










Open 

Sun.-Wed. 
8am-2pm; 
Thurs.-Sat. 


FRESH 


SANDWICHES 
& MEALS 
GROCERIES 
BEER & WINE 


MONDAY-SATURDAY 
8AM-7PM 


FAX / COPY / ATM / NOTARY PUBLIC 


